Community as client: appropriate baccalaureate- and graduate-level preparation.
This article focuses on the theoretical concept of community as client and its application in community health nursing education and practice. Although the concept of community as client has been widely accepted, it was observed that care to individuals and families within community settings constitutes the bulk of current community health nursing practice. The argument is made that undergraduate nursing students should be prepared as generalists to provide care within community settings. Undergraduate nursing students should be introduced to the concept of community as client, with an emphasis on understanding the relationship between individual or family needs and community needs. It is also argued that graduate nursing students should be prepared at the specialist level, focusing primarily on providing care to the community as client. An example of undergraduate and graduate levels of preparation in one university nursing program is described.